
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgia Performance Standard SS8H10 
Evaluation of key post-WWII developments of Georgia from 1945 to 1970 

  



Georgia 1945-1970 

Georgia experienced tremendous growth and change following World War II. Wartime 

production created jobs and brought wealth to Georgia, which in turn helped pull the state out of 

the economic depression of the 1930s. Many cities became important industrial centers to 

support the war effort and continued to provide jobs, goods, and services long after the war 

ended. 

 
 
Male and female workers at the Bell Bomber Plant in Marietta, Georgia, circe 1939-1945. 

During this period, Georgia also witnessed the elections of several forward thinking, progressive 

leaders like William B. Hartsfield, Ivan Allen Jr., and Ellis Arnall, each of whom promoted 

industry, transportation, agriculture, major league sports, and tourism. Georgia truly became the 

―Empire State of the South‖ in the twenty-five years following World War II. 
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Agriculture 

 
Although cotton was king for over two hundred years in Georgia, production decreased after 

WWII thanks to the boll weevil, a decrease in the market price, and changes in traditional 

farming practices. Today’s cotton production is often done by large corporations using 

equipment guided by satellites. 

 

After the Civil War, most farmers in Georgia continued to plant cotton as their main crop. Many 

farmers did not own their land outright and practiced sharecropping, in which they provided the 

labor to grow the crop for a share of the profits. Sadly, sharecroppers never got rich; most barely 

broke even. This photo taken in 1945, shows children in Brooks County, Georgia, picking 

cotton. Note the bags over their shoulder. 

 

 
Source: Vanishing Georgia 

 

Declining Cotton Production 

 
The boll weevil began decimating crops in 1915.   It took several years to find a way to eradicate 

the pest.  Many farmers went deeper and deeper into debt when they lost their entire cotton crop 

several years in a row.  Cotton prices also dropped because of increasing competition from other 

countries.  Cotton production in Georgia dropped from 5.2 million acres in 1914 to 115,000 acres 

in 1983. 
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From King Cotton to Queen Poultry 

 
As cotton production decreased, agricultural agents encouraged farmers to diversify their crops.  

Many farmers, especially those in Hall County and other north Georgia counties, began to raise 

poultry.  Companies like GoldKist offered baby chicks to famers on credit, then purchased the 

fully grown chickens for processing.  During World War II, the government purchased all the 

chickens grown in north Georgia.  Chicken processing, or preparing the chickens for market, also 

became a major business in Georgia.  

 

As chicken production increased, cotton production declined.  This graph shows the rise of 

poultry production and the demise of cotton in Georgia from 1956-1975. 

 

 
 

Beyond King Cotton and Queen Poultry 
 

Farmers also diversified into other crops such as peanuts and soybeans.  This chart shows cotton, 

peanut, and soybean production in Georgia from 1945-1975.    
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Check out these Chicken Facts 

 

 
                Photo source: The New Georgia Encyclopedia 

 
 Georgia has 105 counties producing more than $1 million of poultry at farm level.  

 There are 59 counties in Georgia with one or more poultry related operations.  
 Poultry’s annual contribution to Georgia’s economy from farms, processing, further 

processing and allied industries now exceeds $15.1 billion.  

 Georgia has 105 counties that each produces over $1 million worth of poultry annually. 

 On an average day Georgia produces: 26.3 million pounds of chicken meat, 7.6 million 

table eggs, and 5.7 million hatching eggs. 

 Since 1997 Georgia has been #1 in broiler production in the US. 

Chicken annual per capita consumption in the US is 87 lbs and the world is 24 lbs. 

 If Georgia were a country, it would be the fifth largest in broiler production. 

 The annual production from an average poultry farm could feed 6.3 million people a 

delicious chicken meal or more than 22,000 people for an entire year. 

 

Source:  Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network 
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Vidalia Onions 
 

 
In the 1940s farmers living in southeastern Georgia began to grow an onion they named the 

Vidalia onion after a town in the growing area.  The soil conditions in that part of Georgia made 

the onion grow mild and sweet instead of hot.  In the 1970s and 80s, growers banded together to 

protect their brand name and to keep growers in other areas from marketing their onions as 

Vidalia onions.  In 1986 the Georgia legislature passed a bill that limited Vidalia onion 

production to only a few counties in Georgia.  In 1990 the Vidalia onion became Georgia’s 

Official State Vegetable. 

 

 
Today, when you drive through these counties you’ll see fields of onions growing in former 

cotton fields.  Growers produce and ship about 5 million 40-lb boxes of onions each season. Both 

Vidalia, in Toombs County, and Glennville in Tattnall County hold Onion Festivals each spring. 

The Decline of the Farm and the Rise of Technology 

 

The number of farms across the state has steadily declined over the last fifty years.  In the 1940's 

there were 250,000 farms in Georgia; today there are only 40,000.  Many of today's farmers use 

technology to raise more on a single acre than their grandparents did years ago.  This 

"Agriculture and Technology" video not only demonstrates changes in farming methods over the 

years, but also shows how today's farmers incorporate satellite GPS systems into their farming. 

Farmers also contributed to one other important crop:  suburbs.  As roads and transportation 

improved, farmland gave way to subdivisions. 

 

 

 

Field of Vidalia onions 

Source: Vidalia Onion Committee 

Counties in Georgia where Vidalia onions grow. 

Source: Vidalia Onion Committee 
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The decline of the farm and the rise of technology 

The number of farms across the state has steadily declined over the last fifty years.  In the 1940's 

there were 250,000 farms in Georgia; today there are only 40,000.  Many of today's farmers use 

technology to raise more on a single acre than their grandparents did years ago.  This 

"Agriculture and Technology" video not only demonstrates changes in farming methods over the 

years, but also shows how today's farmers incorporate satellite GPS systems into their farming. 

 

Farmers also contributed to one other important crop:  suburbs.  As roads and transportation 

improved, farmland gave way to subdivisions. 
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The Growth of Atlanta 
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Atlanta’s Population Surge 
 

Atlanta’s population surged between 1940 and 1970 as the city became a hub for industry and 

transportation.  

 

For years, Atlantans watched the population grow on this long-time landmark located at 2025 

Peachtree Road at the Darlington Apartments. 

 

 

Sign at the Darlington Apartments 
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Country to City 

 
Source: Image via Wikipedia 

 

After the end of World War II as Georgia experienced the move from agriculture to industry 

people moved to the city in increasing numbers. Watch this video from the Georgia Public 

Broadcasting's Georgia Stories and decide for yourself if you would want farm animals for 

neighbors.      
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Atlanta, A City or a Region? 
 

Atlanta also nearly quadrupled in physical size as the city annexed surrounding land.  By 1970, 

Atlanta city limits included over 130 square miles.  As road conditions improved, commuters 

were able to move farther from their jobs.  Farms in neighboring counties quickly turned into 
subdivisions.  

 

Atlanta quickly encompassed more than just what was included in the city limits.  

Transportation, water, and other problems threatened to curtail Atlanta’s growth.  City planners 

formed the Atlanta Regional Commission to think regionally and to include neighboring counties 

in their long-term growth strategies. 

 

The roots of the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) go back as early as 1948 when Atlanta 

began to ―sprawl‖ into outlying counties. This video shows how more and more neighboring 

counties were included in the Atlanta region as the population continued to grow and spread. 

Today as many as 28 counties around Atlanta are included in the ARC’s Atlanta region for 

various statistical purposes such as the census, water planning, workforce development, and air 

pollution. 
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Road Construction 

 

 

Source: The New Georgia Encyclopedia 

 

Farmers needed good roads to sell their crops, so the construction of good roads and interstate 

highways went hand-in-hand with agricultural development. In addition, better roads contributed 

to an important non-agricultural crop – suburbs. As road conditions improved, commuters were 

able to move farther from their jobs. 

 

When he began his political career in Georgia in 1961, former Speaker of the House Tom 

Murphy had to use Highway 78 to get from his home in Haralson County to downtown Atlanta. 

By the time he retired forty-two years later, Murphy could take I-20 all the way to Atlanta, 

cutting his travel time in half thanks in large part to the lobbying Murphy did to finish I-20. 

Business and industry leaders also depended on good roads. One of the builders of Six Flags 

Over Georgia, John C. Hunt, Jr., called access to I-20, ―the most important part of our business.‖ 

(See ―How Six Flags Came to Cobb County‖ under Works Cited) 
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Georgia’s Highways and Interstates:  Can You Get There From 

Here? 
 

  

How did Georgia's highways change between 1945 and 1970?   Click this photo to compare 

roads from 1945, 1957, and 1970 in specific areas. 

 

Click here to view Georgia's Official State Highway & Transportation Maps for 1920-2010. 
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Georgia Highway Map 1952 
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MARTA 
 

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) is a combination 

bus/train system that operates in Fulton County, DeKalb County, and the city of Atlanta.  

Although planners first discussed a rapid rail system in the 1950s, the project did not receive 

legislative and monetary support until the 1960s.  Building on the existing Atlanta Transit bus 

system, the first rail line finally opened in 1979.  Since that time the system has expanded to 

include a north/south line, an east/west line, and a feeder system of bus routes.  Some lines 

actually run through granite and under buildings on Peachtree Street. 

MARTA Moments (30th Anniversary) from MARTA on Vimeo. 

The system has had its share of problems. Cobb, Gwinnett, and Clayton Counties declined to 

participate in the MARTA system, preferring instead to fund their own systems. Many white 

Atlantans believed that MARTA would bring an influx of African Americans and crime into 

their neighborhoods. This fear contributed to ―white-flight‖ from intown-Atlanta areas to 

outlying suburbs during the 1960s. 

 

Today city planners hope that the MARTA system will continue to provide an alternative 

transportation method and to reduce congestion on Atlanta area roads. 
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The Decline of the Rails 
 

At the end of the nineteenth century and at the beginning of the twentieth century, many small 

towns in Georgia developed because the railroad went through the center of town. After WWII 

one could travel almost anywhere in Georgia by train.  During the 1960s and 1970s, however, 

railroads discontinued their passenger service one by one as roads improved and cars became 

more available and affordable.  Amtrak began passenger service on select routes in 1971 with 

support from the United States government.  The long time, traditional, town-to-town rail service 

in Georgia came to an end when Southern Railway finally discontinued passenger service and 

turned its routes over to Amtrak in 1979.  Depots typically looked like this one located in 

Eastman, Georgia.  Many small-town depots have been repurposed today as antique stores, 

restaurants, and tourist information buildings. 

 

 
 
Photo: Robert Brackett 

Terminal Station, one of Atlanta’s downtown passenger terminals, was built in 1905 and 

demolished in 1972.  It is now the site of the Richard B. Russell Federal Building.  Southern 

Railway’s headquarters was located next door on Spring Street.  Another station, Union Station, 

was built in 1930 on Forsyth Street.  This photo of Terminal Station shows the ―railroad gulch,‖ 

the low lying area where the tracks ran through south Atlanta behind the station.  Today the 

gulch has been mostly filled in and covered over by part of Phillips Arena and the Georgia 

World Congress Center. 

 

 

Terminal Station. View from Spring Street. (Lane Brothers Commercial Photographers Photographic 

Collection, 1920-1976, Special Collections Department, Georgia State University Library.) 
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Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport 

 

 
 

Source: New Georgia Encyclopedia 

 

Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport was not always so grand.  From humble 

beginnings as a dirt race track south of Atlanta, the airport grew quickly after Delta Airlines 

selected Atlanta as its corporate headquarters. As this video shows, Delta itself began as a crop-

dusting company in Louisiana but soon carried mail and passengers. 

 

Eastern Airlines and other airlines soon joined Delta at the airport, and people began to joke that 

―no matter where you’re going you’ll have to go through Atlanta first.‖  City leaders rebuilt 

Atlanta’s terminal twice and enlarged the airfield itself to include multiple runways. Today 

Hartsfield-Jackson, named for two of Atlanta’s mayors, William B. Hartsfield and Maynard 

Jackson, consistently rates among the busiest airports in the world. 

To see interesting old photographs of the airport, check out the airport section on the Atlanta 

Time Machine web site. 
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John Portman and the Atlanta Skyline 
 

 
 

The Hyatt Regency Hotel 

Source: Wikipedia 

 

Perhaps no one person was as responsible for the changes in the Atlanta skyline as was John C. 

Portman.  A Georgia Tech graduate, Portman designed and built innovative buildings in 

downtown Atlanta for over thirty years.  Beginning in the late 1960s, Portman’s designs set new 

precedents for architecture around the nation.  One of his most recognizable buildings is the 

blue-domed Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

 

Click here to view a timeline video of Portman's other contributions to the Atlanta skyline. 

For more photos about Atlanta's changing skyline or to view downtown Atlanta "then and now", 

go to the Atlanta Time Machine photo gallery. 
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William B. Hartsfield 
 

 

 

 

 
 

William Berry Hartsfield was born on March 1, 1890 in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1917, he passed the 

bar and became a lawyer. Throughout his career, Hartsfield held many political offices and while 

serving on the city council in 1927 he eagerly promoted air transportation and is responsible for 

the entrance of air transportation industry to Georgia. Today, Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson 

International Airport is the busiest airport in the world. [1] 

 

Georgia historian Numan V. Bartley writes that Hartsfield began his political career like many 

Southern leaders as a staunch segregationist, but later he set aside his position of racial 

supremacy in favor of economic growth. Despite his previous record as a segregationist, 

Hartsfield was able to portray a moderate stance and became more appealing to black voters in 

Atlanta who had little incentive to vote for the other openly segregationists candidates whom ran 

against Hartsfield every 4 years. Black voters went to the polls and voted for Hartsfield, giving 

him the advantage he needed to win 6 elections and become the longest serving mayor of Atlanta 

from 1937-1941, and then again for 5 more terms from 1942-1962. Over time, he even became a 

champion of ―racial moderation.‖[2] The moderate policies of Hartsfield helped Atlanta gain the 

reputation of being a city ―too busy to hate.‖[3] 

 

William B. Hartsfield legacy in Georgia politics spans four decades, but the impact of the 

improvements he helped bring about continues to have a lasting effect on the image of our state. 

 
[1] Williams, Louis. William B. Hartsfield (1890-1971). 12 2002, August. 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-599&sug=y (accessed on 12 February 

2011). 

 

[2] Bartley, Numan V. The Creation of Modern Georgia, second edition, Athens: The University 

of Georgia Press, 1983, p 214. 

 

[3] Atlanta Constitution, 13 October 1959. 

Click Here to listen to a  Georgia Stories Podcast on William Berry Hartsfield 
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Primary Sources for William B. Hartsfield 
 

Political cartoons: 

http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/bald/id:am-1682 

http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/cgi/bald?action=query&term_a=hartsfield&index_a=&grid=3&numrec

s=12&format=_contact 

Videos: 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-2041 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-2039 
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Ivan Allen, Jr. (1911-2003) 
 

 
 

Ivan Allen, Jr. was mayor of Atlanta from 1962-1970 during the civil rights movement. He 

launched a new "Forward Atlanta" program during this time and promoted economic growth and 

as the city began to see economic growth it became apparent that transportation was in great 

need of improvement . During Allen’s terms in office, business erected many of the great 

architectural works that dot the Atlanta skyline and the states interstate system began to take 

shape. 

 

Click the picture to view a video of Ivan Allen Jr.'s mayoral candidacy announcement speech 

from the Digital Library of Georgia. 

 

On April 6, 1968, WSB-TV recorded the footage below, of mayor Ivan Allen escorting Coretta 

Scott King following the death of her husband, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Atlanta, Georgia. 

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2Tz7OYaeMQ] 

 

Click here to see the full film. 
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Sports 
 

 
 
Georgia State Capital Dome and the former Atlanta Fulton County Stadium, CC. 

 

Ivan Allen, Jr. envisioned Atlanta as a major city that would benefit the entire states economy. 

His vision was born in the 1960s, when Atlanta acquired its first Major League Baseball team, 

the Braves, a National Football League, the Falcons, and a National Basketball Association team, 

the Hawks. His dream has now become a reality, as Atlanta can boast that it is now a truly 

international city due in large part to the decisions he made in the late 1960s to encourage major 

league sports to come to Georgia. In the decades since Ivan Allen, Jr.’s mayorship, Atlanta 

has played host to Super Bowl XXIX on January 30, 1994, XXVI Summer Olympic Games in 

1996, Super Bowl XXXIV on January 30, 2000, and today the city can boast that it also has the 

world's busiest airport transporting over 83,600,000 people around the world since 1998.[1] In a 

short time, Atlanta managed to become the modern city that it is today and the leader of the 

state's tourism and convention industry. 

 

[1] "Airport History" Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Atlanta Georgia, 

http://www.atlanta-airport.com/Airport/ATL/Airport_History.aspx, (accessed on 27 April 2011.) 

 

Braves Falcons Hawks 
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The Atlanta Crackers, the Atlanta Black Crackers, and Braves Baseball 
 

Georgians have always loved baseball. Long before the Braves, Ted Turner, or Turner Field 

arrived, Atlanta was home to several minor league teams. The Negro Southern League included 

teams called the Deppens, the Atlanta Cubs, and the Atlanta Black Crackers until baseball 

became desegregated in 1947, signaling the end of the Atlanta Black Cracker team. 

 

During this time, Atlanta was also home to all white teams called the Firecrackers, and the 

Crackers. The Crackers were very successful and won more league games than any other minor 

league team from 1901 to 1965. During most of their years as Atlanta's team, they played at the 

old Ponce de Leon Ballpark in northeast Atlanta. 

 

The Braves made Atlanta their home in 1966 and played their first games at the Atlanta Stadium, 

later to become the Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium in 1975. Unlike their minor league 

predecessors, the Braves suffered from 26 years of losing seasons until their first Atlanta World 

Series win in 1991. 

 

Atlanta Crackers 
 

Atlantans love their baseball. Prior to the arrival of the major league Atlanta Braves from 

Milwaukee in 1966, Atlantans supported the Atlanta Crackers from 1901-1965. The Crackers 

played in Piedmont Park until the summer of 1965. Atlanta would forever fondly remember the 

memories of baseball in the park where majestic magnolias still stand in honor of nostalgic days 

gone by. 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game: 

 

Atlanta Braves 1966 
 

This page contains a Google Map of the Atlanta Braves parade route 

 

Braves Seasonal Attendance 
 

 
 

Seasonal attendance for the Atlanta Braves 
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Hank Aaron 
 

 
 
Source: Wikipedia 

 

Racial tensions of the Civil Rights era displayed the confusion and changes taking place. Today 

we may not understand how difficult those times were for those living during such rapid 

changes.  Sports played a significant role in unifying a nation once separated by race. 

"But the chase to beat the Babe's record revealed that world of baseball was far from being free 

of the racial tensions that prevailed around it. Letters poured into the Braves offices, as many as 

3,000 a day for Aaron. Some wrote to congratulate him, but many others were appalled that a 

black man should break baseball's most sacred record. Death threats were a part of the mix." 

 

See full video biography here! 

[youtube=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmTvEqk9TyY&feature=related] 

 

Read an interview given by Hank Aaron in 2007 in which his career and the death threats he 

received. 
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The Atlanta Hawks 
 

 
 

In 2011, the Hawks celebrated their 43rd season in Atlanta. The professional basketball team 

arrived in Atlanta in 1968 after short stays in Milwaukee and St. Louis.  The arrival of the 

National Basketball Association and other nationally recognized sports teams led to economic 

growth in Atlanta by creating new industries in the forms of tourism and hotels. 

 

Falcons Football 
 

 
 
Pergerine Falcon 

 

The New Georgia Encyclopedia reminisces on the choice for the new Georgia professional 

football team in 1965 by stating: 

 

"Fans submitted suggestions for the new team's nickname in a contest, and while many fans 

recommended the falcon, Julia Elliott, a teacher from Griffin, was selected as the winner for her 

reasoning. She wrote, "The falcon is proud and dignified, with great courage and fight. It never 

drops prey. It is deadly and has a great sporting tradition." 
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SS8H10 c.- Ellis Arnall (1907-1992) 
 

"Photograph of Ellis Arnall making a campaign speech during his run for Georgia governor in 

1942. He stands at a podium and speaks into television microphones from several stations 

including WGST. Arnall's four years as governor of Georgia (1943-47) are considered to be 

among the most progressive and effective in the modern history of the state. Arnall undertook an 

ambitious ten-point reform program that was approved by the legislature within twenty-four days 

of his assuming the governorship; this record is still unequaled in Georgia. He accomplished 

these and other democratic reforms and, in the process, paid off a state debt of $36 million."  

Source: Digital Library of Georgia 

 

 
 

Ellis Arnall youngest Governor of Georgia 

  

  

  

Ellis Arnall Governor of Georgia from 1943-1947. 

  

Oral Interview 
 

Excerpt below from Digital Library of Georgia:  Governor Arnall's Atlanta office on May 29, 

1986, interview conducted by Dr. Mel Steely and Ted Fitz-Simons." 

 

"Arnall begins the interview by discussing his educational background, explaining why he did 

not initially graduate from high school. However, he was allowed to attend Mercer University for 

a short time, later finishing his AB degree at Suwannee South University. Arnall then describes 

his perspective on the Two (sometimes known as Three) Governor Crisis of 1947. He discusses 

some of his ideas behind his campaigns and then begins talking about his law career and his 

involvement in the life insurance business as well as the motion picture business. He discusses 

the need for criteria that should be updated among the United Nations, as well as his reactions to 

the integrations of Georgia's schools. In the interview's conclusion, Arnall states that he is most 

proud of becoming the nation's youngest governor and the state's youngest attorney general-- that 

he had the ability to be the right person to make significant changes at such a young age.‖ 
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Three Governors Crisis 
 

 
 

Baldy Political Cartoon depicting the "Three Governors Crisis of 1947." 
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Racial Equality 

 
How did Arnall compare to other governors in terms of racial equality? 
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Archives/Resources 

These four items are included in their entirety at the end of this document: 

―Georgia – Strictly From Dixie‖ – An article from Time Magazine, January, 1947, about the 

three governors controversy. 

―Exit Gene Talmadge‖ – An article from Time Magazine, September, 1942, about Gene 

Talmadge’s loss to Ellis Arnall.  

Glossary  for ―Georgia – Strictly From Dixie‖ and ―Exit Gene Talmadge‖ 

―Q&A with Hank Aaron‖ – An interview with Hank Aaron about his years as a Brave from 

MLB.com, May, 2007.  
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Scholarly Websites with Annotations 
 

SS8H10 a. Analyze the impact of the transformation of agriculture on 

Georgia’s growth 

1. “Cotton,” New Georgia Encyclopedia, 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2087&hl=y (accessed on 19 

February 2011). 

Although cotton was king for over two centuries in Georgia, production began to 

decrease before World War II thanks to the boll weevil, a decrease in the market price, 

and changes in traditional farming practices.  Today’s cotton production is often done by 

large corporations using equipment guided by satellites. 

2.  Haney, P.B., W. J. Lewis, W.R. Lambert. “Cotton Production and the Boll Weevil in 

Georgia: History, Cost of Control, and Benefits of Eradication.”   

http://74.6.239.185/search/srpcache?ei=UTF-

8&p=Cotton+production+in+Georgia&fr=yfp-t-

701&u=http://cc.bingj.com/cache.aspx?q=Cotton+production+in+Georgia&d=4765558

439346812&mkt=en-US&setlang=en-

US&w=b388ea49,f3cf76b7&icp=1&.intl=us&sig=j9F.G2d1y1lRZus_LWWwFA--.  

(accessed on 19 February 2011). 

Although this article may be too technical for many middle school students, it does 

detail the history of cotton production in Georgia, the devastation that the boll weevil 

took on cotton and Georgia’s struggle to eradicate the boll weevil from Georgia cotton 

crops.  Students can skim over the article to see how serious the problem was without 

getting too bogged down in details.  Unfortunately, the article also details just how many 

chemicals were involved in the eradication. 
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SS8H10 b. Explain how the development of Atlanta, including the roles of 

mayors William B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen, Jr., and major league sports, 

contributed to the growth of Georgia. 

 3.  “Civil Rights and Sunbelt Georgia, 1945-1980s,” Digital Library of Georgia, 

http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/TimePeriods/CivilRights.html (accessed on 19 February 

2011). 

This collection of photos highlights Atlanta’s developing real estate, downtown Atlanta 

and suburban businesses, the Atlanta Crackers, and Delta Airline’s public relations 

photos of Atlanta. 

4.  “Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills” Digital Collection from the Archives & Records 

Management Library & information Center Georgia Institute of Technology, 

http://www.library.gatech.edu/fulton_bag/history.html (accessed on 19 February 

2011). 

The Fulton Bag and Cotton Mill was a fixture in downtown Atlanta from the 1870s until 

its closure in 1978.  The rise and fall of the mill mirrored Georgia’s rising and waning 

interest in cotton production and the modern focus on a more national and 

international economy.  The founder of Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills, Jacob Elsas, was 

instrumental in the founding of Georgia Tech. 

5. “Herbert H. Lee Photographs,” The Atlanta History Center, 

http://album.atlantahistorycenter.com/store/Category/440-herbert-h-lee-

photographs.aspx (accessed on 19 February 2011.) 

Containing over 200 images, these photographs show views of downtown Atlanta over a 

wide period.  While some do not pertain to this period (1945-1975), several photos are of 

buildings that were important to Atlanta at one time.  Others show a lot of poverty in 

downtown Atlanta. 
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6. The Digital Library of Georgia, “Civil Rights Digital Library,” http://crdl.usg.edu/ 

(accessed on 13 February 2011). 

The “Civil Rights Digital Library” is a digital archive documenting the history of 

Georgia’s path to freedom and equal rights for all citizens. This website offers 

multimedia resources for all the key activists in Georgia. There are numerous resources 

for both mayors William B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen Jr. that include political cartoons, 

television news broadcasts, and newspaper articles. 

7. The Digital Library of Georgia, “Georgia Info” 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/city.htm (accessed on 14 February 2011). 

This site is another branch of the Digital Library of Georgia. It offers information on 

voting districts, historic and modern maps of the state and its cities, state and local 

government, and Georgia history. It includes some original work, but its main purpose 

is to offer students and educators trusted links to find information on the state. 

General Georgia History 

8. Teaching History,  http://teachinghistory.org/13,  (accessed on May 4, 2011.) 

 A website devoted to historical content for teachers of K-12. Wide variety of digital 

media available and lesson plans. Searchable feature for specific Georgia State 

Performance Standards. 

9.  Teacher Tube, http://www1.teachertube.com/,  (accessed on May 4, 2011). 

 Excellent source for teachers and students by teachers. The fun and instructional videos 

cover a variety of curriculum. A great way for history to come alive and encourage active 

student participation. Searchable lesson plans, activities, quizzes, and printables 

recently added. 
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10. Georgia Info, http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/,  (accessed on May 4, 2011). 

 A wealth of resources for individuals, teachers, and students the newly updated 

GeorgiaInfo website contains links to state agencies where primary and secondary 

resources exist. The photographs, videos, interactive maps, and articles are offered 

through the GALILEO system and is a part of the Digital Library of Georgia. 

11. Our Georgia History, http://ourgeorgiahistory.com/, (accessed on May 4, 2011). 

The website features extensive information on the history of Georgia covering pre-

colonial times to current topics. The site is a bit challenging to navigate and does not 

contain a variety of multi-media, yet the content will result in data as well as suggestions 

for further research.  It contains many useful documents on Georgia history. 
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Works Cited 

SS8H10 Primary sources with annotations 

SS8H10 a. Analyze the impact of the transformation of agriculture on 

Georgia’s growth 

1. United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Services, 

“Historical Crop Estimates (Georgia),” 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Georgia/Publications/Crop_Estimates/

index.asp (accessed on 30 January 2011). 

This website contains historical crop estimates for almost every agricultural crop grown 

in Georgia.  The start year varies by crop, but most extend back to the late nineteenth 

century.  This same website also contains historical data on livestock production in 

Georgia, including data on poultry production from 1934-2005. 

Livestock information is available as an Excel file at:  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Georgia/Publications/Livestock_Estim

ates/index.asp. 

2. The Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network, “Georgia Poultry Facts,” 

http://www.gapoultrylab.org/faq_link.html (accessed on 19 February 2011). 

How many eggs do Georgia chicken farmers produce a day?  Check out the quick 

Georgia Poultry facts on this page. 

3.  Georgia’s Virtual Vault, http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/index.php, (accessed on 19 

February 2011). 

Georgia’s Virtual Vault contains photos of various industries, crops, buildings, and ways 

of life. 
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4.  “Agriculture and Technology,” Georgia Stories on Georgia Public Broadcasting, 

http://www.gpb.org/georgiastories/stories/agriculture_and_technology (accessed on 

23 February 2011). 

This is an interesting video that contrasts agricultural practices in the 1940s with 

agricultural practices of today. 

 SS8H10 b. Explain how the development of Atlanta, including the roles of 

mayors William B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen, Jr., and major league sports, 

contributed to the growth of Georgia. 

5.  Google Earth, http://www.google.com/earth/index.html, (accessed on 19 February 

2011). 

Google Earth is a great way to view any location using both ground and satellite images. 

You can use it to view historic satellite maps of different regions of Georgia. 

6. Georgia’s Official State Highway & Transportation Maps, 

http://www.dot.state.ga.us/maps/Pages/StateMaps.aspx, (accessed on 11 February 

2011). 

Farmers had to get crops to market, so the development of good roads and federal and 

state highways went hand-in-hand with agricultural development.  In addition, better 

roads contributed to an important non-agricultural crop – suburbs.  As road conditions 

improved, commuters were able to move farther from their jobs.  By using the maps on 

this web site, you can see how Georgia’s transportation becomes more dependent on 

trucks and cars and how Atlanta and other cities become transportation hubs.  All maps 

are available in pdf format for easy magnification and use. 

7. The Digital Library of Georgia, “Civil Rights Digital Library,” http://crdl.usg.edu/ 

(accessed on 13 February 2011). 

The “Civil Rights Digital Library” is a digital archive documenting the history of 

Georgia’s path to freedom and equal rights for all citizens. This website offers 

multimedia resources for all the key activists in Georgia. There are numerous resources 

for both Mayors William B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen Jr. that include political cartoons, 

television news broadcasts, and newspaper articles. 
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8. The Digital Library of Georgia, “Georgia Info,” 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/city.htm (accessed on 14 February 2011). 

This site is another branch of the Digital Library of Georgia. It offers information on 

voting districts, historic and modern maps of the state and its cities, state and local 

government, and Georgia history. It includes some original work, but its main purpose 

is to offer students and educators trusted links to find information on the state. 

9. “Ivan Allen Jr., 92, Dies; Led Atlanta as Beacon of Change,” The New York Times, 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/03/us/ivan-allen-jr-92-dies-led-atlanta-as-beacon-

of-change.html (accessed on 14 February 2011). 

Former Atlanta mayor Ivan Allen, Jr., changed from a segregationist to a champion of 

desegregation.  Serving after William B. Hartsfield, mayor of Atlanta for twenty-five 

years, and before Maynard Jackson, Atlanta’s first African-American mayor, Allen was a 

bridge between the two extremes. 

10. Bisher, Furman. “A Major League Boost for the Economy” in Atlanta Magazine, 

August 1964, http://www.atlantamagazine.com/Other/Allen_Aug1964.pdf  (accessed 

on 14 February 2011). 

What exactly does having a major league sports team mean to the city of Atlanta in 

dollars and cents?  In this article, written by Furman Bisher, former sports editor for 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution in 1964 when the Atlanta stadium was under 

construction, Bisher outlines how much Atlanta will benefit. According to Bisher, every 

time there’s a major league game in Atlanta the city will gain financially and garner 

international attention. 

11. The Atlanta Time Machine, http://atlantatimemachine.com/ (accessed on 19 

February 2011). 

This site features a wonderful collection of photographs and postcards from Atlanta 

through the years.  The Atlanta Airport collection is particularly interesting. 
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12. MLB.com, “Q&A with home run king Hank Aaron,” 

http://atlanta.braves.mlb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20070507&content_id=1950983

&vkey=news_mlb&fext=.jsp&c_id=mlb (accessed on 23 February 2011). 

Hank Aaron discusses his long career as an Atlanta Brave and his historic run for Babe 

Ruth’s all time home run record. 

13.  “Atlanta: Stokely’s Spark,” in Time Magazine, Sept. 16, 1966, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,836360,00.html (accessed on 22 

February 2011). 

Here’s another discussion of the 1966 Summerhill Riot, but this time it’s from an 

African-American point of view. 

14.  “Enterprise: Atlanta’s Beat Goes On,” in Time Magazine, July 24, 1972, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,906175,00.html (accessed on 22 

February 2011). 

A recap of Atlanta’s growth, economic changes, and racial changes during the 1970s. 

15.  “The Nation: A New Day A’Coming in the South,” in Time Magazine, May 31, 1971, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,944407-2,00.html (accessed on 23 

February 2011). 

The writer of this article reviews Georgia’s progress (or lack thereof) right after Jimmy 

Carter announced his presidential candidacy. 

16.  “Inaugural Address as Governor of Georgia,” The Jimmy Carter Library and 

Museum, January 12, 1971, 

http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/documents/inaugural_address.pdf (accessed on 23 

February 2011). 

As Carter addresses Georgia, he states that the time for racial discrimination is over, and 

that Georgia must move forward. 
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17.  “Take Me out to the Ballgame,” Georgia Stories on Georgia Public Broadcasting, 

http://www.gpb.org/georgiastories/stories/take_me_out_to_the_ballgame (accessed 

on 23 February 2011). 

Cool archival footage of the Atlanta Crackers, Atlanta’s minor league ball team from 

1901-1965. 

18.  “Atlanta’s Example,” Georgia Stories on Georgia Public Broadcasting, 

http://www.gpb.org/georgiastories/stories/atlantas_example (accessed on 23 February 

2011). 

If you were African-American in the 1960s, you couldn’t eat at most lunch counters or 

even drink from the same water fountain as whites could.  This video examines how city 

leaders, both black and white, worked together to end segregation in Atlanta. 

SS8H10 c. Discuss the impact of Ellis Arnall. 

19. “Georgia: Return of a Moderate,” in Time Magazine, September 23, 1966, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,842799,00.html (accessed on 22 

February 2011). 

This article gives an overview of the August, 1966, primary results, in which Lester 

Maddox beat Ellis Arnall in the governor’s race. 

20. “Georgia: Strictly from Dixie,” in Time Magazine, January 27, 1947, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,778875,00.html (accessed on 23 

February 2011). 

Although this article is written with sarcasm, it does explain something about the 

behind the scene manipulations that resulted in Georgia having “three governors.”  

Discriminating readers can also pick up on how the national writers viewed the south.  

Middle school students might not understand. 
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21. “U.S. at War: Exit Gene Talmadge,” in Time Magazine, September 21, 1942, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,773569-2,00.html (accessed on 23 

February 2011). 

The writer of this article contrasts the style of outgoing governor Gene Talmadge with 

incoming governor Ellis Arnall and gives some background on Arnall.  Discriminating 

readers may feel that the south is being maligned by the reader’s sarcastic tone.  This 

might be lost on middle school students. 

SS8H10 Annotated Bibliography of Secondary Sources 

SS8H10 a. Analyze the impact of the transformation of agriculture on 

Georgia’s growth 

1. Jackson, Edwin L., Mary E. Stakes, Lawrence R. Hepburn, Mary A. Hepburn.  The 

Georgia Studies Book: Our State and the Nation, 2nd Edition.  Athens, Georgia: Carl 

Vinson Institute of Government and the University of Georgia, 2004. 

This book was written to correspond with the Georgia Performance Standards.  On 

pages 318-320 there is a discussion about the impact of the transformation of 

agriculture while pages 332-334 discuss the development of Atlanta, William B. 

Hartsfield, Ivan Allen, Jr., and major league sports.  The book contains an excellent 

graph of how the number of farms has decreased. 

2. Toon, John D. “Interstate Highway System” in the New Georgia Encyclopedia, 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-2423&hl=y (accessed 

2/12/2011). 

This article is a detailed history of Georgia’s interstate highways and how they began to 

link Georgia to the rest of the nation. 

S8H10 b. Explain how the development of Atlanta, including the roles of 

mayors William B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen, Jr., and major league sports, 

contributed to the growth of Georgia. 

3. Clarence N. Stone, Regime Politics: Governing Atlanta, 1946-1988, Lawrence: 

University Press of Kansas, 1989. 
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Regime Politics is a political history of Atlanta’s mayor’s office and how it remained 

successful during a racially charged period in the states history.  This offers an in-depth 

analysis of William B. Hartsfield’s and Ivan Allen, Jr.’s roles in Atlanta politics and 

argues that there was very little conflict in the city hall because these politicians worked 

closely with wealthy business owners and fought for the underprivileged as well. 

4. Frederick Allen, Atlanta Rising: The Invention of an International City, 1946-1996, 

Atlanta: Longstreet Press, 1996. 

The author, Frederick Allen, is a former CNN news reporter. His book Atlanta Rising 

illustrates the lives of Georgia leading men and women. These men and women helped 

make the state and Atlanta more renowned internationally through their political and 

social activism. It also offers biographical information about William B. Hartsfield and 

Ivan Allen, Jr. showing the great strides they made in transportation, attracting tourism, 

and sports teams. 

5. Pomerantz, Gary M. Where Peachtree Meets Sweet Auburn: The Saga of Two 

Families and the Making of Atlanta. New York: Scribner, 1996. 

While researching two Atlanta mayors, Ivan Allen Jr. and Maynard Jackson, Gary 

Pomerantz began to see that, the two men seemingly came from different worlds though 

they lived only blocks away from each other. One came from a wealthy family while the 

other was the descendant of slaves. This book gives a personal look at Ivan Allen, Jr. and 

his family in the difficult years after the Civil War through the Civil Rights Movement. 

6. Martin, Harold W. William Berry Hartsfield: Mayor of Atlanta, Athens: University 

of Georgia Press, 1978. 

This book is a biography of William Berry Hartsfield written by author/journalist 

Harold H. Martin. It chronicles the 28 years that Hartsfield served as mayor of Atlanta 

and his role as a civil rights activist and business promoter. 

7. Williams, Louis. "William Berry Hartsfield and Atlanta Politics: The Formative Years 

of an Urban Reformer, 1920-1936." Georgia Historical Quarterly 84, winter 2000. 

This journal article is relevant to our groups Georgia Performance Standard because it 

provides background information on William Hartsfield. We can use this source to show 

how Hartsfield became a leading civil rights activist and powerful leader in the state. 
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8. Bayor, Ronald H. Race and the Shaping of Twentieth-Century Atlanta. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 

Race and the Shaping of Twentieth-Century Atlanta primarily deals with how race 

relations influenced the growth of Atlanta, but it also looks at issues of class and gender. 

This is important because Georgia Performance Standard S8H10 b. deals with William 

B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen, Jr. and they were both staunch advocates of equal rights 

for all citizens of Georgia. 

9. Shavin, Norman and Bruce Galphin.  Atlanta: Triumph of a People. Atlanta: 

Capricorn Corporation, 1982. 

Triumph of a People is a coffee-table type book, but it contains many photos of Atlanta 

locations, politicians, and personalities through the ages.  Short chapters and pertinent 

facts accompany the photos.  It’s a great quick reference for things like the Winecoff 

Hotel Fire, the 1962 Orly crash that killed so many prominent Atlantans, mass 

transportation, creating a bigger, better downtown Atlanta, and building the Atlanta 

stadium and coaxing the Braves to Atlanta to play in it. There are also sections on 

Robert W. Woodruff, Ivan Allen, Jr., Martin Luther King, Jr., and William B. Hartsfield. 

Norman Shavin was editor and publisher of Atlanta Magazine and the Sunday editor of 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.  Bruce Galphin was Associate Editor of The Atlanta 

Constitution. 

10. “International Civil Rights Walk of Fame,” Martin Luther King, Jr., Historic Site, 

http://www.nps.gov/features/malu/feat0002/wof/index.htm (accessed 22 February 

2011). 

This site has links to biographies of several civil rights leaders, many of whom are from 

Atlanta.  The list includes Braves player Hank Aaron and Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr. 

11. “Center History,” The Woodruff Arts Center, http://www.woodruffcenter.org/About-

Us/Center-History.aspx (accessed 22 February 2011). 

This website details the creation of the Woodruff Arts Center that emerged in the 

aftermath of the plane crash in 1962 in Orly, France, that killed 130 prominent 

Atlantans. 
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12. Teel, Leonard Ray.  “How Six Flags Came to Cobb County.” Georgia Trend, (1) 2 

(10), 99.  June 1987.  (accessed on 14 February 2011, from Research Library. (Document 

ID: 5531945). 

Six Flags Over Georgia almost didn’t happen in Atlanta, or at least not at it’s current 

location. Author Leonard Teel discusses how the park that then-Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr. 

called the “first major operation like it in Atlanta” couldn’t get the land needed for easy 

I-20 access. Land acquisitions went right down to the wire and Six Flags became an 

immediate success with over one million visitors in the first year. 

13. “Our town: four decades of Atlanta.” Atlanta Magazine v 41 no 1 p 89-142, 2001-05, 

 41:1 89-142. 

Writer Paul Hemphill details how Ivan Allen, Jr.’s actions on September 6, 1966, helped 

to calm rioting citizens of Summerhill in Atlanta.  Another article, “The Cable Guy,” 

written by Keith Dunnavant, spotlights how Ted Turner shook up Atlanta television by 

introducing an alternative station (channel 17) in the 1970s. 

14. Ivan Allen Jr. B. 1911. Maynard H. Jackson Jr. B. 1938: Crossing Class Lines 

Diane McWhorter | New York Times Magazine (New York ) | 2003-12-28 | 42 (2 pages) 

Ivan Allen, Jr. and Maynard Jackson, Jr. died just days apart in 2003.  McWhorter 

discusses how although they started out so differently, they ended up with the same 

idea:  to make Atlanta a better place. 

15. Allen, Frederick.  “Last dance at the Commerce Club.” Georgia Trend, (1  8(5), 34.  

 January 1993. (accessed on 14  February 2011) from Research Library. 

Frederick Allen discusses how the white politicians and power brokers of the 1960s 

gradually lost their grip on the city of Atlanta. 

16. “Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956: Creating the Interstate System,” adapted from 

Weingroff, Richard F., Summer 1996, Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956, Creating the 

Interstate System: Public Roads, v. 60, no. 1.  (accessed on 21 February 2011 from 

http://www-atlas.usgs.gov/articles/transportation/a_highway.html#five.) 

This interesting article details the background of the Interstate highway system, many of 

which criss-cross Georgia today. 
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17. “The Atlanta Hawks.”   Accessed on 21 February 2011 from 

http://www.sportsecyclopedia.com/nba/atlanta/atlhawks.html. 

18. “The Atlanta Braves.”  Accessed on 21 February 2011 from 

http://www.sportsecyclopedia.com/nba/atlanta/atlhawks.html. 

19. “The Atlanta Falcons.”  Accessed on 21 Februart 2011 from 

http://www.sportsecyclopedia.com/nfl/atlanta/falcons. 

These three pages discuss the history of Atlanta’s professional sports teams, including 

former names, coaches, where they played, and historical moments in their history. 

SS8H10 c. Discuss the impact of Ellis Arnall. 

20. Henderson, Harold Paulk. The Politics of Change in Georgia: A Political Biography 

of Ellis Arnal., Athens, the University of Georgia Press: 1991. 

According to Henderson, Ellis Arnall refused to “play it safe” when he was elected 

governor.  Henderson states that Arnall changed Georgia from provincialism to 

progressive.  Many of the changes that Arnall made still affect Georgia politics today, 

including his decision to obey the 1945 court decision that eliminated the all-white 

primary. 
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Historic Sites 
 

The Atlanta History Center 
 

 
Google Map: 

130 West Paces Ferry Rd. 

Atlanta, GA 30305 

 

The Atlanta History Center, located in Buckhead, is the premier museum for studying not only 

the history of Atlanta but also of Georgia. Begun in 1926, the museum features permanent 

displays regarding how Atlanta has changed over the past decades as well as temporary and 

traveling exhibits that pertain to special topics. Currently the museum is displaying 

―Metropolitan Frontiers,‖ an exhibit that traces Atlanta from its beginning as a railroad city to the 

―capitol of the South.‖ 

 

Highlights from the Urban History Collection are currently on display in The Metropolitan 

Frontiers section. According to their website, this collection includes objects that document ―the 

people, organizations, businesses, and developments that shaped metropolitan Atlanta, 

particularly in the realms of transportation, commerce, communications, sports, entertainment 

and culture, and the city’s educational, religious, and governmental institutions.‖ Since SS8H10b 

focuses on the development of Atlanta, including major league sports, this collection should be 

right on target for meeting the SS8H10 criteria. One of the history centers advertised tours for 

school groups, the ―Atlanta: Our Changing Community‖ tour, is centered on the Metropolitan 

Frontiers exhibit. Tours are reasonably priced at $6.00 per student. Self guided tours are $5.00 

per student and teachers get a free planning pass. 

 

Reference: ―The Atlanta History Center,‖ accessed 20 February 2011 from 

http://www.atlantahistorycenter.com/. 
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Georgia Capitol Museum and Tours 
 

 
Google Map: 

214 State Capitol 

Atlanta, Georgia, 30334 

 

Located in the Georgia state capitol itself, the museum contains artifacts and documents from 

Georgia’s past. The museum is spread out under the dome in the hall between the senate and 

house chambers and covers everything Georgian, including early civilizations, geology, 

agriculture, physical characteristics of different regions of the state, and state symbols. There are 

also sections on lawmaking under the gold dome. The museum also houses a two-headed calf – a 

favorite of young visitors for years. 

 

Two dioramas from the 1939 World’s Fair feature peach packing and the nearly lost enterprise of 

turpentine making. Turpentine making was a mainstay of the economy in southeastern and 

southwestern Georgia for many years. 

 

The South Atrium contains exhibits about the governors of Georgia, the roles of the governor, 

and the restoration of the capitol building itself, including the famous gold dome. The House 

Hall’s exhibits discuss the Three Governors controversy that involved Ellis Arnall, Eugene 

Talmadge, and Melvin Thompson in 1947. 

 

The first floor of the capital houses the Hall of Valor flag room. It contains eighty-two important 

flags from Georgia history, including flags from the Civil War, WWI and WWII. 

 

The museum is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. until 5:00 P.M. Reservations are 

required for guided tours. Book early because tour dates fill quickly. Admission is free. 

Reference: ―State Capitol,‖ Georgia Secretary of State web page, accessed 23 February 2011 

from http://www.sos.georgia.gov/archives/state_capitol/about.html. 
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Delta Air Transport Heritage Museum, Inc. 
 

 
Google Map: 

1060 Delta Boulevard 

Bldg. B, Dept. 914 

Atlanta, GA 30354 

 

The Delta Air Transport Heritage Museum is probably one of Atlanta’s best kept secrets. 

Located at the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Airport in hangars constructed in the 1940s, the 

exhibits include restored aircraft, vintage flight attendant uniforms, and other Delta memorabilia. 

The collection also includes artifacts from airlines that Delta has merged with over the years, 

including Northeast, Northwest, and Pan Am. The museum is also the repository for the Delta 

corporate archives. 

 

Delta Airlines actually began in the 1920s as a crop dusting company in Louisiana. They moved 

to Atlanta in the 1940 and have been based here there ever since. Aircraft on display include a 

Travel Air S6000, a Stinson SR-8E Reliant, a DC-3, an L-1011, and a B-767. The B-767, The 

Spirit of Delta, was purchased through a fund-raising campaign held by Delta employees in 1982 

as a show of support for the airlines during a weak economic period. The 1940s-era hangar had 

to be specially modified to accommodate the tail of the 767. The L-1011 actually houses the 

museum store. 

 

Although admission is free, donations of $5 per person are appreciated. Also, since the museum 

is on airport property, security is tight. You must call ahead and provide the names of everyone 

in your tour group and you will be required to show a photo id at the security gate. 

Reference: Delta Air Transport Heritage Museum, accessed 23 February 2011 from 

http://www.deltamuseum.org/index.htm. 
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Georgia Sports Hall of Fame 

 
Google Map: 

301 Cherry St. P.O. Box 4644 

Macon, GA 31208 

 

The Georgia Sports Hall of Fame may not be what you would typically consider a historic site, 

but it fits the Georgia Performance Standard SS8H10 b. quite well. Most of the major sports 

team in Georgia such as the Braves, Hawks, and Falcons all came to Georgia between the years 

1945 to 1970. The major Atlanta city and Georgia leaders were responsible for their arrival and 

promoted the teams. In 1965, the Atlanta Falcons franchise came to Atlanta as a member of the 

National Football league with exclusive right to the newly built Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium. 

Atlanta Mayor Ivan Allen also lobbied to get a Major League Baseball team for the state. 

In 1966, the Milwaukee Braves moved from Wisconsin to Atlanta. Baseball great Hank Aaron, 

brought tourism and economic growth to the state. The Atlanta Hawks arrived to Atlanta shortly 

after the Braves and Falcons when former Governor Carl Sanders purchased them in 1968. The 

Georgia Sports Hall of Fame located in Macon, Georgia highlights the history of Georgia’s 

major sports teams. The price for adults is $8.00 and children are $3.50 and they are open 

Tuesdays through Saturdays from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

 

Reference: Georgia Sports Hall of Fame, accessed 23 February 2011 from 

http://gshf.org/index.html. 
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Timeline 
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Wordle 
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“Georgia: Strictly from Dixie,” 

Source:  ―Georgia: Strictly from Dixie,‖ in Time Magazine, January 27, 1947, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,778875,00.html (accessed 23 February 

2011).   

Southerners had adopted Buicks and bubble gum, telephones and two-pants suits, and even hired 

college athletes from Pittsburgh. But there was still a South the rest of the U.S. could not quite 

understand. That South loved buffoons, corny oratory and the smell of violence; its prophets 

were demagogues like "Tom Tom" Heflin, Huey Long, Senator Bilbo and the late governor-elect 

of Georgia, turkey-necked "Old Gene" Talmadge. Last week it got a new one—at least 

temporarily. Old Gene's heavy-lidded, 33-year-old son Herman (pronounced Hummon) claimed 

that he was now the governor of Georgia.  

Even the South had never seen anything quite like the Caesarean operation by which Hummon 

was jerked out of obscurity, blessed by the General Assembly, bathed in publicity, and installed 

in the governor's mansion in his pappy's place. Neither had it seen anything like the comic opera 

alarums & excursions which followed it. During the week Georgia had endured not one but three 

governors. Both retiring Governor Ellis Gibbs Arnall and Lieut. Governor Melvin E. Thompson, 

once Arnall's executive secretary, had set up governments-in-exile. And Georgia had been all but 

inundated in a flow of tobacco juice and horrible verbiage.  

The Question. In a sense, Hummon was the work of one Gibson Greer Ezell, an unknown 

storekeeper from little Monticello (pop. 1,746). One day just before last November's final 

election, Ezell ran a coony eye over the new Georgia constitution, discovered that it provided no 

clear answer to a question which had been bothering him and many other Georgians: "What if 

ailing Old Gene Talmadge died before he got inaugurated?" Ezell thought of an answer that 

suited him, and telephoned Hummon: "You better get some votes written in for yourself."  

 

Hummon got busy. On election day, 675 hastily coached Talmadge backers scratched Old Gene's 

name off their ballots and wrote in Hummon's. This placed him second to Gene's 143,279. When 

Old Gene died, Hummon and an ex-Georgia legislator named Roy V. Harris set out to parlay this 

handful of paper into the governorship. They put their faith in a line in the constitution which 

read: "If no person shall have [a] majority (of the total votes cast) then from the two persons 

having the highest number of votes . . . the General Assembly shall immediately elect a 

governor." Their reasoning: if Old Gene was dead, he couldn't be a person, and if he wasn't a 

person he couldn't have a majority vote, even if the people had given him one.  

 

Almost everyone else in Georgia was confused. Many a citizen believed that glib, liberal Ellis 

Arnall should just continue in office. Others, including Arnall himself, thought Melvin 

Thompson should assume the job.  

Spit V Image. But Hummon and Harris were undismayed. They sent a reassuring message to the 

Atlanta "interests" who had backed Old Gene and to the country "wool hat" boys, who had 

elected him. The message: Hummon was just like his pappy. He chewed corn pone, had Old 

Gene's cowlick, and stood foursquare for white supremacy and the white primary.  
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When legislators began arriving in Atlanta for the election session, Harris set up headquarters on 

the 14th floor of the Henry Grady Hotel, began plying them with bourbon, cigars, veiled threats 

and glittering promises. Alarmed, the Arnall-Thompson forces followed suit, began an equally 

rough electioneering campaign. Wild rumors floated through the hotel lobby. The most 

titillating: blocks of six votes for Hummon were fetching $60,000.  

Then came stage dressing. Hundreds of Old Gene's red-gallused wool hat boys invaded Atlanta 

to "see Hummon git it." After the legislature convened they jammed the galleries, carrying paper 

bags full of lunch. They jostled each other, talked loudly, and spat tobacco juice on the marble 

walls. They damned Governor Arnall. Bawled one: "Say, did you hear they give Arnall a medal 

at Noo Orleens for bein' the biggest [Expletive deleted]-lovin' governor Georgy ever had?" As 

the session dragged on, many took off their coats and slept.  

Hooray for Hummon. They were rewarded. In the early hours of the next morning the legislature 

"elected" Hummon governor (161 to 87), and swore him in. Then, while crowds of the faithful 

ran ahead to pound and bay at the door of the governor's office, Hummon set out to get his rights. 

But Governor Arnall, a pudgy, cocky little man, stood in the way.  

He met Hummon and his flushed and breathless followers in a paneled anteroom and announced: 

"I respectfully but firmly decline to surrender the office. I consider you a pretender."  

Hummon turned pale, in the best historical tradition. He clenched his teeth, said, "We shall see," 

and turned on his heel. The crowd charged the door to the governor's office. Anteroom furniture 

was splintered and an Arnall aide had his jaw broken.  

After that, the whole performance grew progressively more unbelievable, like something 

conceived late at night by three unemployed radio writers.  

Pincer Movement. For three days the two governors jockeyed for capitol office space like 

raccoons snatching at pieces of cheese. On the first day Hummon got nothing better than a desk 

in a side office. But that night he had the locks changed on the doors. The next day he strode in 

at 7 o'clock and grabbed the desk in the executive office—from which Arnall had thoughtfully 

removed all his correspondence. Gathering impetus, Hummon also moved his family into the 

governor's mansion (which Arnall had vacated also), and left his wife and mother happily 

"unstopping the commodes" and hustling up meals.  

Arnall beamed at the opportunity thus presented for speech. Cried he: "Last night under cover of 

darkness there was performed a perfectly executed pincer movement in which the locks were 

removed from these doors. This move was backed by the military forces of the pretender, 

Talmadge." Then, while the curious alternately booed and cheered and occasionally shot off 

firecrackers, he took over an information desk in the capitol rotunda.  

He was denied even this. Hummon sent one Jimmy Dykes (237 boarlike pounds of smalltime 

politician) to sit at it instead. Said Jimmy, when Arnall arrived: "Ellis, you remind me of a hawg. 

Did you ever slop a hawg? The more you give him the more he wants and he never knows when 

to get out of the trough."  
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Rearguard Action. By now, Arnall knew it was time to get out—at least out of the capitol. He 

moved to a suite in the 17-story Candler Building, to continue his rearguard action. His most 

effective stroke: he sent Attorney General Eugene Cook into court to demand a permanent 

injunction against Hummon. Hummon had a quick answer—the courts just didn't have any 

jurisdiction over him.  

During all this maneuvering, pedantic, plodding Melvin Thompson, the lieutenant governor-

elect, kept as quiet as a porcelain nest egg. But at week's end he got himself sworn in as 

lieutenant governor. Thereupon, Arnall not only resigned but celebrated the occasion with a 

speech which surpassed all his previous efforts.  

"I want you to know," he confided to a radio microphone, "that I have not tossed a hot potato to 

the people. The hot potato was tossed when thugs and ruffians descended on the people of the 

state. The hot potato was the time when I was barred from the state capitol by a man who had no 

right, except for claim to pugilistic endeavors, to usurp it."  

While Georgians were presumably decoding all this, Thompson, a former schoolteacher, began 

to flap his wings in earnest. He dramatically proclaimed himself acting governor, announced that 

he was going to throw Herman Talmadge out of office.  

Just what was going to happen next was anybody's guess. Mused one Atlantan; "Perhaps they'll 

ascend in balloons and pop each other with derringers." Hummon, in a moment of caution, began 

the new week by murmuring that he would obey the courts if they really decided he wasn't 

governor. The suit would come up in Superior Court on Feb. 7, would almost certainly go to the 

state Supreme court—which, Hummon cried, had been packed by Arnall.  

To Georgians it looked only like the end of Act Two of the breathless melodrama. The third act 

might be even better. 
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Suggested discussion questions: 
 

1.  Do you think the author was from the South or somewhere else?  Do you think he was 

making fun of the South, and if so, why? 

 

2.  Who do you think was the rightful governor? 
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U.S. at War: Exit Gene Talmadge 

Source: ―U.S. at War: Exit Gene Talmadge,‖ in Time Magazine, September 21, 1942, 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,773569-1,00.html (accessed 23 

February 2011).   

The usual election-night whoops & hollers from the Atlanta headquarters of old vote-gettin' 

Eugene Talmadge were strangely absent. Ol' Gene sat glumly by the radio, staring suspiciously 

through his horn-rimmed glasses at the voice which told him his days as Georgia Governor were 

numbered. A news photographer entered, asked for a big smile in case the trend changed by the 

morning editions. Ol' Gene snapped: "Git yore pictures and hurry up."  

The trend did not change. The count gave Talmadge 117,731; whiz-bang young Attorney 

General Ellis G. Arnall, 162,889. Despite the Palace Guard he built up during three terms, 

despite his rabble-rousing, [expletive deleted]-hating appeal to Georgia's "wool-hat" boys (small 

farmers), Gene Talmadge had taken a sound trouncing.  

Thus ended the reign of the most high-handed, lowbrowed local dictator that U.S. politics has 

known since the days of the late Huey Long. Posing as a great man suffering for the common 

people (although his campaigns were financed by reactionary moneybags who liked his low-tax 

policy). Gene Talmadge had pulled strings and lopped the heads of Georgia politicos for 15 

years.  

He began by getting himself elected Agricultural Commissioner, promptly fired everybody in the 

department, put his own men in. He pushed his way to the Governorship, got the right to hire & 

fire State officials at will and use State funds as he saw fit.  

Decline & Fall. Until this year, Ol' Gene never had much trouble getting reelected. His wild 

political rallies, with free fish fries and watermelon, panicked Georgia's rural voters. His 

traveling stooges, including the famed Tree-Climbing Haggards, yipped encouragement to his 

glowering, grammar-proof oratory. He showed his red galluses and his love for pore folks. The 

busy Palace Guard, working less spectacularly, machine-tooled many another vote. Ol' Gene 

rode high.  

This year Gene Talmadge had an energetic young opponent who knew a few tricks of his own. 

He also had, hanging around his neck like a millstone, a major political mistake. In flimsy trials 

before a hand-picked Board of Regents, he had fired some of Georgia's top educators on charges 

(denied) that they favored teaching Negroes and whites in the same schools (TIME, Oct. 27). 

Result: one scholastic association after another had black-listed the University of Georgia, long 

the State's pride & joy.  

Georgia finally had a bellyful of Ol' Gene. He played frantically on his campaign theme of 

"white supremacy. State rights, local self-government and oldtime religion." He sent a fiery 

campaign booklet to all farmers: Do You Want Your Child to Go to School With Negroes? But 

his attempt to ride back to office on the race issue was a rank failure. Last week's election simply 

proved a political axiom laid down by Abraham Lincoln.  
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The new Governor, Ellis Gibbs Arnall, 35, is the boy wonder of Georgia politics. Short (5 ft. 6), 

stocky (190 Ib.) pear-shaped, a great joiner and organizer, he got the urge for politicking from a 

grandfather in the Alabama Legislature. As a twelve-year-old, he worked as page boy in the 

Alabama House; less than 13 years later, he was a full-fledged member of Georgia's Legislature.  

He went to the University of Georgia for his law degree, got himself elected president of 1) his 

class, 2) his legal fraternity, 3) the interfraternity council, 4) the student body, 5) the campus 

Gridiron Club. He graduated at the top of his class, practiced law just long enough to get his 

political bearings, then ran for the Georgia House against five opponents who managed to scrape 

up 232 votes among them, to his 2,546.  

Arnall's record does not yet prove him a statesman. He played along for awhile with Governor 

Talmadge, who gave him his first appointive office. Once, in 1932, he tried to boom Oklahoma's 

Alfalfa Bill Murray for President. He has made a few rabble-rousing speeches of his own.  

But Ellis Arnall is now Georgia's boy hope as well as its boy wonder. He has promised to end the 

Talmadge-fostered laws which give Georgia a one-man Government, has promised to restore the 

university system to accredited lists. And when he was assured of election last week he made a 

statement which warmed his voters' hearts: "I now call on all Georgians regardless of political 

affiliation, to help us in our endeavor, so that Georgia may no longer be the laughing stock of the 

nation." 
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Suggested discussion questions: 
 

1.  What did the author mean when he/she said Georgia was the ―laughingstock of the nation?‖ 

 

2.  In 1942, the United States was fighting in World War II.  Many soldiers, including African 

Americans, left the south for the first time to fight overseas.  Do you think their time in the 

military and their time away from the South changed their minds about some of the politics and 

about the way African Americans were treated in the South?   
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Glossary for “Strictly from Dixie” and “Exit Gene Talmadge” 
 

Word Definition 

Aide Assistant 

Alarums and 

excursions 

Clamor, excitement, or feverish and disordered activity  

Anteroom An outer room that leads to another room and that is often used as a waiting 

room  

Ascend Climb 

Bawled To cry out loudly 

Bay Call loudly and yell  

Boarlike Similar to a large, male swine 

Bourbon Whiskey 

Buffoons Clown; a gross and usually ill-educated or stupid person 

Caesarean 

operation 

From Caesarean section:  Cutting open the walls of the abdomen and uterus 

for delivery of offspring.  Babies delivered by Caesarean are often in distress 

and have to be delivered quickly.   

Comic opera A funny opera with a happy ending and usually some spoken dialogue 

Conceived Invented or planned 

Coony Showing cleverness 

Corn pone A Southern tradition.  Corn bread often made without milk or eggs and baked 

or fried.  

Corny Very old-fashioned, simple, sentimental, as in a corny joke 

Correspondence Letters and notes 

Country ―wool 

hat‖ boys 
In this article, members of Georgia’s Populist Party.  Also, small 

farmers. 

Cowlick A lock or tuft of hair growing in a different direction from the rest of the hair 

Demagogue A leader who makes use of popular prejudices and false claims and promises 

in order to gain power  

Derringers A short-barreled pocket pistol 

Dialogue A conversation between two or more persons 

Executive Top official.  In this article, the governor’s office 

Four-square Marked by boldness and conviction, forthright 

Georgy Georgia 

Glib Lacking depth, easy and informal 

Governments-in-

exile 

A government that exists someplace other than the official location.  In this 

case, since no one was really sure which of the three governors was the 

REAL governor, none of them could use the governor’s official office in the 

Georgia capital, so they set their offices up in other places. 

Governor-elect A person who has been elected governor but who has not yet been 

inaugurated or sworn in. 

Hawg A large pig.  When some people with a Southern accent say hog, it may 

sound like ―hawg.‖ 

Heavy-lidded Eyelids that nearly or almost cover the eyes.  Some people are prejudiced and 
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believe that people with heavy-lids can’t be trusted because the eyelids make 

them look sneaky. 

Hot potato Have you ever tried to pick up a baked potato right out of the oven?  It’s so 

hot you can’t hold onto it for long and have to put it down quickly.  So a ―hot 

potato‖ is something causing so much trouble nobody wants to touch it.  

Hummon When people with a Southern accent say Herman, it may come out as 

―Hummon.‖ 

Impetus Driving force, or ―being on a roll‖ 

Inaugurated   Sworn into office 

Injunction A ruling granted by a court designed to stop an action 

―Interests‖ In this article, those who supported Gene Talmadge 

Inundated Overflow.  Example: During the heavy rain, we were inundated with water. 

Jurisdiction Power, right, or authority 

Liberal One who is open-minded or not strict in the observance of traditional or 

established forms or ways.  In politics, Liberals (note the uppsercase L) are 

the opposite of Conservatives. 

Majority More than half of the votes 

Melodrama A work (as a movie or play) that contains an over-the-top plot or lots of 

physical action. 

Millstone A large, flat stone used at a mill to grind corn or grain. 

Nest egg A natural or artificial egg left in a nest especially to induce a hen to continue 

to lay there. 

Noo Orleens New Orleans 

Obscurity The state of being hidden or shrouded in darkness 

Oratory A fancy speech 

Palace guard Those people who surround and support someone in power, usually behind 

the scenes. 

Pappy A Southern expression for Papa or father 

Parlay To use successfully.  Example:  He parlayed the first dollar he earned 

into his first million dollars.  

Pedantic Stodgy, unimaginative 

Pincer movement A combination of two forces acting against an opposing force  

Plying To keep furnishing or supplying something 

Politicos Politicians 

Porcelain Fine china, easily breakable 

Prejudice A strong and sometimes unreasonable belief formed before one has enough 

knowledge to make the correct decision.  Example: Before the Civil Rights 

movement in Georgia, many white people, especially in the South, were 

prejudiced against African-Americans just because that was the way people 

had been for years, not because of anything that African-Americans had done 

to deserve it. 

Pretender Not legally chosen or elected 

Pugilistic Boxing or fighting 

Rearguard action An action related to resistance 
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Red-gallused Red suspenders 

Ruffians A brutal person or bully. 

Rumors Stories that are probably not true 

Slop a hawg Feed a pig.  Traditionally, slop was any leftover food or food waste that was 

fed to the pigs. 

Smalltime Insignificant in performance, scope, or standing 

Stage dressing Additions that make something look good, but that may not be permanent or 

real.  Example: After stage dressing, the house looked like it could sell for a 

million bucks.  

Thug Gangster or tough person 

Titillating Exciting 

Tobacco juice The juice that comes from chewing tobacco in one’s mouth.  

Tree-climbing 

Haggards 

Political operatives (plants) who assisted Talmadge on the campaign trail. 

They were Haggard brothers from Danielsville. 

Trough A long shallow often V-shaped receptacle for the drinking water or feed of 

domestic animals 

Turkey-necked Turkeys have skinny, rough, wrinkled necks.  Look at this photo of Gene 

Talmadge taken in 1942.  Can you see why the author described him as 

―turkey necked?‖ 

 
 

http://www.newgeorgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Multimedia.jsp?id=m-

7890&adv=y&hl=y  

 

Two-pants suits A suit that came with two pair of pants and one jacket 

Undismayed Did not lose hope. 

Veiled threats Threats that are not outright, but implied.  Example: ―something just might 

happen to your business if you don’t do as I ask.‖ 

Verbiage Lots of words 

Written in As in write-in votes.  In some locations when citizens vote they do not 

have to select a candidate on the ballot.  Instead, they can “write-in” a 

person’s name.   
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Definition sources:  Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary (http://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/), Dr. R.B. Rosenburg at Clayton State University, and/or contributions 

by Lou Brackett, graduate student at West Georgia University and native Georgian. 
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05/22/07 11:00 AM ET 

Q&A with home run king Hank Aaron 
Baseball legend recalls some of his career highlights 
By Mark Bowman / MLB.com 

 
When Hank Aaron ended his 23-year Hall of Fame career, he held a number of Major League records that still stand 
today. Although known as the man who dethroned Babe Ruth as home run king, The Hammer did much more than 
simply hit a record 755 career homers.  

Aaron still holds Major League Baseball's all-time records for RBIs (2,297), extra-base hits (1,477), and total bases 
(6,856). His 2,174 career runs tie him with Babe Ruth for fifth place on the all-time list.  

Aaron, who was the 1957 National League MVP, spent the first 21 years of his career with the Braves, who during 
that span played in both Milwaukee and Atlanta. He made his Major League debut in 1954 and retired in 1976, after 
spending the final two years of his career with the Milwaukee Brewers.  

He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1982.  

After retiring, Aaron returned to the Braves and helped them build the strong Minor League system that helped them 
win an unprecedented 14 consecutive division titles. He still serves as one of the club's senior vice presidents.  

Recently, Aaron took time to talk to MLB.com about his historic playing career.  

MLB.com: You played in an era that followed integration and preceded expansion. Do you feel fortunate to have 

played in what may have been the game's most competitive era?  

Aaron: You think about it. But you don't put much credence in it. When I was chasing Babe Ruth's record, there were 

people saying that he would have hit way more homers than me if he hadn't played in the Dead Ball Era. You're 
always going to have people making those kinds of arguments.  

I was fortunate to play in an era that was filled with talented players. Every team had one or two future Hall of 
Famers. For that I'm very proud.  

MLB.com: It's obvious that you are one of the greatest players the game will ever see. Do you ever think about that?  

 

Aaron: If you look at all of the things that I did in baseball, I'd have to say that I did as well as any other ballplayer 

ever has. I was fortunate.  

But I have never really thought about being the best. I know that I was a good baseball player. But every year, I went 
to camp feeling that I needed to prove myself. I think in order to continue motivating yourself, you have to think that 
way. I still think that way.  

MLB.com: The game-winning homer you hit in the 11th inning of a Sept. 23 game against the Cardinals clinched the 

1957 National League pennant for the Milwaukee Braves. Do you still consider that to be the most important homer of 
your career?  

Aaron: It wasn't so much because I was the one who hit the home run. We had a very young team at the time and all 

of us were making contributions and having fun together. For me to hit that home run was what that season was all 
about. We had a lot of people that contributed to the success of that team.  
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It was just nice for us to have the chance to give the city of Milwaukee its first pennant. Then to go on and win the 
World Series was very special.  

MLB.com: You helped the Braves get back to the World Series in 1958. But because it was the only one in which 
you won the championship, was the 1957 season the most memorable one of your career?  

Aaron: It really was a year that I'll remember forever. It was definitely a special year. It meant a lot to us players and 

to the city of Milwaukee.  

That city was very good to us. They had great fans and many of us worked there during the winter months. I worked 
at the Miller Brewing Company and also sold insurance there.  

MLB.com : Did you enjoy your days in Milwaukee?  

Aaron: Being a young kid, who had never played above Class A ball, it was nice for me to get to play in a city like 

Milwaukee. I remember one time we were behind by one run and down to our last out. I went up there and bunted for 
a base hit. All the fans in Milwaukee stood up and cheered. If I'd have been somewhere like New York, they probably 
would have booed me for making that kind of mistake.  

So it was like I had a chance to learn the game at the same time the people of Milwaukee were learning the game.  

MLB.com: Did it bother you that 1957 was the only year that you won an MVP Award?  

Aaron: It did because I thought I had some great years in which I was deserving of the MVP. Constantly you had to 

fight the New York players for attention. They had a lot of media members there in New York and there were times 
you didn't feel like you were getting the attention that you deserved.  

MLB.com: You've often spoken about how much you regret not winning a Triple Crown. Do you still think about those 

years where you came up just a little short?  

Aaron: That's the only thing that really bothers me when I think back on my career. I was always two home runs short 
or a couple points short with my batting average. I know I should have won a couple Triple Crowns.  

MLB.com: When the Braves moved to Atlanta in 1966, racial tensions were still running high in the South. Did you 
feel the effects of this?  

Aaron: There were problems everywhere and there were also good people in every city. I really never felt any 
different in Atlanta than I did everywhere else.  

MLB.com: It's been well documented that you received stacks of hate mail as you got closer to Babe Ruth's record. 
Do you feel like you were robbed of the enjoyment the chase should have provided?  

Aaron: I really didn't enjoy going through the chase. I never talk about it. I try not to talk about it. It was a tough time 
for me and my family.  

MLB.com: What do you remember most about the night that you became Major League Baseball's home run king?  

Aaron: It was all kind of a blur. I just remember getting to the plate and my mother already being there. To this day, I 
don't know how she got there so quickly. She gave me a tight hug. It was really a special moment.  

Mark Bowman is a reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 

Source:  MLB.com , ―Q&A with home run king Hank Aaron,‖ 

http://atlanta.braves.mlb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20070507&content_id=1950983&vkey=ne

ws_mlb&fext=.jsp&c_id=mlb (accessed 23 February 2011).   
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